STRUCTURE  OF  THE  ORGANS  OF  SPEECH.     159

breadth in the soft palate. If we trace its course from
the latter, we find that the two together form a crescent-
shaped fold, the broad middle portion of which passes
into two lateral processes which descend backwards.
This broad middle portionj which appears as a soft con-
tinuation of the hard (bony) palate, is called the soft
palate; the two processes which are direct continuations
of it are, however, known as the posterior pillars of the
soft palate, and are nothing more than the fold which
was mentioned above. Opposite to these posterior pillars
we find the anterior pillars, two very narrow folds, which
run upwards from the base of the tongue and unite in
the margin of the soft palate with the posterior pillars.
In the triangular space left on either side between the
two pillars and the lateral margins of the base of the
tongue may be seen two rounded glandular bodies, about
the size of a hazel-nut, namely, the tonsils. The free
margin of the soft palate is still further characterized by
a conical-shaped process which hangs from its centre,
and which is known to us as the uvula.

From the above remarks we may imagine the soft
palate as part of a loop-shaped fold, which, projected into
the interior of the pharynx by a loop-like muscle, sepa-
rates the cavity of the mouth from the adjacent portion
of the pharynx; this will also explain the pendent posi-
tion of the soft palate when at rest.

Turning now to examine the influence and action of
this closing apparatus, we will for the moment regard
the thyroid cartilage as a fixed starting-point for this
action. The apex of the loop will in the first place be.
drawn downwards towards this point, and the soft palate
consequently depressed; as, however, this depression will-
soon be opposed by the connection of the latter with the
hard palate, the sides will be drawn out into a straight